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FEATURE

Med group laboratory receives accreditation

By Staff Sgt. Michael Duhe
437 AW Public Affairs

The 437" Medical Group
Laboratory has been awarded
an accreditation by the Com-
mission on Laboratory Ac-
creditation of the College of
American Pathologists, based
ontheresultsofarecenton-
site inspection. The lab is
now one of the more than
6,000 CAP-accredited labo-
ratories nationwide.

“It's a huge accomplish-
ment,” said Capt. David Lin-
coln, officer-in-charge of the
lab. “It puts us on par with
our civilian counterparts. It
basically is a stamp of ap-
proval that we're meeting the
highest quality standards
possible, militaryorcivilian.”

The lab provides medical
support for active duty mem-
bers and their families. It is
also partnered with the Air
Force Drug Abuse Preven-
tion Program by providing
urinalysis testing. It is ac-
credited in bacteriology,
chemistry and hemotology.

The lab supports mobility
processing and provides HIV
testing. They're also on call
24 hours a day for aircraft

mishaps or other incidents
on base, such as suspected
cases of drunk driving.

Its wartime missionis col-
lecting, processing and ship-
ping blood products to the
theater of operations, accord-
ing to Lincoln. Staff mem-
bers train for contingencies
and are subject to tempo-
rary duty assignments atany
time.

“The newest and most ex-
citing area of contingency
operationisidentification of
biological weapons of mass
destruction, suchasanthrax
or plague” by a biological as-
sessmentteam, Lincoln said.
“We're all going to be trained
in using the latest technol-
ogy to identify in theater
weapons of mass destruc-
tion based on biological or-
ganisms. We funnel thatin-
formation stateside for analy-
sis and confirmation. It's a
pretty quick process, usu-
ally a few hours.”

If it is confirmed that a
biological weaponwas used,
thatinformation is immedi-
ately passed on to the in-
theater commander.

“That’s a critical role we
never had,” Lincoln said.

Above, Staff Sgt. Tim Tarrant, alabtechni-
cian, views a sample (left) under a micro-
scope.
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At left, Tarrant
checkspetridishes
stored in a refrig-
erator.

Below, blood is
drawn from a pa-
tientforanHIVtest.




